STUDENT REACTIONS TO

MARION SCHERER’S “A PRISON OF THE MIND”

“This informative and insightful play performed by Marion Scherer is a wonderful way to introduce audiences to the complexity of the death penalty issue.  Through an eloquent combination of actual narratives, developed characters, poetic literature, and personal experience, Scherer bring the death penalty’s darker side—no pun intended—to life.”

--Whitney Enright, ‘09

“This play tackled the tragic institution of the death penalty, considered the associated moral and emotional burdens, and presented a pro-love perspective to counter the status quo of impersonal systemic violence and punishment.”

--Zachary Faden, ‘09

“’A Prison of the Mind’ provided an interesting framework through which to view the death penalty.  It gave a strong depiction of several different players involved in the process, and proved as thought-provoking as it was entertaining.”

--Kellee Fitzgerald, ‘09

“The play provided a new and interesting way to look at the death penalty.  After studying it from a more factual viewpoint, it was interesting to see Marion Scherer take on the moral and emotional aspects of the death penalty.”

--Katie Mee

“I have a very close relationship with my sister, so I was particularly moved by the family member’s story about wanting her sister’s killer put to death.  This is a great way to introduce basic anti-death penalty arguments to a broad audience—Its moral and religious message appeal to many, and the play makes a compelling point without getting into some of the more detailed criminal justice arguments (structure of trials, racial issues, etc.).”

--Carolyn Phenicie, ‘09

“Exceptional performance!  Scherer effectively covers a variety of sides of the death penalty debate.  The play leaves it audiences thinking about the death penalty long after it has ended.  Scherer is unafraid to take on an array of roles and have her characters challenge one another.”

--Kylie Caporuscio, ‘09

“An interesting approach to examining the problems with the death penalty. To portray such a variety of attitudes and deliver them effectively is an enormous undertaking.. Showing the struggle of a woman to find forgiveness, the play offer a unique outlook on the emotions and moral struggles wrapped up in the death penalty.”

--Samantha Dunn, ‘10
“A good multi-dimensional look at the complex issues surrounding the death penalty.
She [Scherer] took a huge risk and pulled it off well. In a time where many shy away from the explosive topic of the death penalty, she approaches it head on, drawing in the audience, forcing them to explore their own feelings about the death penalty.”

--Stephanie Petrides, ‘09

“This was a thought-provoking play that really demanded the audience question their own views.  The raw emotion was contagious and inspiring.  The play is more than appropriate for all audiences, especially those who wish to explore their beliefs further.”

--Jamie Kamlet, ‘09

“This play was very emotionally and mentally stimulating.  It opened my eyes to a world of people affected by the death penalty, and allowed me to appreciate various perspectives on the policy.  Thank you again for sharing your work with us.”

--Sonia Tabriz, ‘10

“The play was an emotionally driven look at the death penalty and its widespread effects.  The different points of view developed by the various characters help people really sympathize and become involved in the issue of the death penalty.  It was thought-provoking.”

--Erica Grodin, ‘10

“It was the kind of play that grabs you by the heartstrings and forces you to look at something you’d really rather ignore.  It was a real eye-opener.  It forced me to consider if I would be able to forgive someone who had murdered my sister, mother, anyone I know.  I had to ask myself, would I feel better if the killer was executed?  It was a huge insight for me to realize—no, it wouldn’t help me at all.”

--Leah Pope, ‘11

“The play is very emotional and touches on the very human aspects of the death penalty.  You are introduced to multiple perspectives and the very conflicting nature of the death penalty.  It is presented in a very approachable manner that promotes at least a conversation between those who do not agree on the topic.  It is a good way for people to see into the emotions and minds of a death penalty situation, with which many people are unfamiliar.  I think it would make many think twice about the penalty and its implications.”

--Jamie Albrecht, ‘11

“The performance moved me on a number of levels because I did not think it possible for one actor to take on so many characters, yet succeed in portraying them effectively.  More than anything else, the play demonstrated the countless number of lives affected by the death penalty.  In addition, I was struck by the importance of the electric chair in the performance, as it seemed to envelop the scene and overwhelm the participating characters.”

--Michael Stubel, ‘11

“A dramatic portrayal of the death penalty.  Her [Scherer’s] acting style really draws the audience in.

Seeing one person perform so many roles was a unique experience.”

--Arielle Muth, ‘09

“It was a great introduction into the problems with the death penalty.  A Prison of the Mind will engage the conversations that students, citizens, professors, and legislators need to have in order to bring justice to our America.  Marion Scherer definitely hit a note, making me critically judge how every person can be affected differently by the death penalty.  There were a variety of characters in the play that represent every aspect of every side.  Got me thinking.”

--Jonas Varnum, ‘11

“A one person play that forges into the dark side of revenge. An emotional journey to the death house door.  A heartfelt tug for forgiveness and reconciliation.”

--Ryan Hall, ‘09

“This play really surrounded you with the immensity of death penalty decisions.
When the sister could barely push the chair toward the murderer, it was the contradictory feeling of the death penalty personified.  This was a play to make people think.  Young and old, pro-death penalty or anti-death penalty, it may not change your opinion, but days later, you’ll still be pondering the message.

Imagine if the only people you’ve known as family ignore the one thing in your life causing you the most excruciating pain.  What would you do?  The young girl in the play was in just that position when she killed her grandpa.  Makes you think.”

--Emily Pfefer, ‘11

"A Prison of the Mind  is a gripping play that draws you into the death house and leaves you there, at the mercy of the chair, in the emotional maelstrom that is the death penalty, at war with yourself, not sure whether to punish or forgive, made to pause and reflect on the killing process that is carried out in our name."  Robert Johnson
